
~uly  7,2004 

chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Cornmifations Commission 

Wsshington, DC 20554 
445 12th slreet, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

chairman Powell: 

me FCC should not impose new access charm and fpes upon pmpd d i n g  cards. If you 
move to incrme the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for miuority or 
&&antaged individuals to stay in touch in theb COmmrmitiCs. 

The Latino cormnuniq is particularly sensitive to any price in-4 for pre-paid d i n g  can% 
approximately 43% of Latino households usc thcm. Indeed, balfofthe households with mcomes 
below S20,OOO have used prepaid cards. Pmpaid calling d w M prevalent in part because 

8 

d they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices &E& holding fixed and low income oonsum~~3 hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service corn as 4 1 .  Io particular, many low-income 
housebolds wfio are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid Servim becsuss rbey cannot 

getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls &om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to Say “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or Whedub many oftho 0th- daily appoinbnents that we dl have. 

I simply find it unimaginable dm the FCC would impose new charges and fper on these &. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer intertsts over eorpomte gain by keeping 
dfordablc prepaid d i n g  f a d s  P priority. 

meet thc credit rating or hefly deposit rqniremsnts that I d  phone companies insist upon before \ 

U 
8 

ccs: co&ionerMichael copps 
Commissioner K8lhlm Aberoathy 
Commissioner KNin  Martin 

Senator 
Seastor 

d Commissioner Jonathan Adelstem 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Sfreet, S.W. 
Wasbin@on, DC 20554 

8 

RE: WC DosketNo. 03-133 

e“ 
Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new accew charges and fees upon prepaid d i n g  cards. If you 
move to in-e the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up &e cost for minority OT 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their ~(lmmunities. 

The Ltino community is particularly sensitive to any price in- for pre-paid calling cards, 
approximately 43% of Latino bouseholdr use them. laded, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. b p a i d  calling cards arc so prevalent io part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices aJready holding h e d  and low hwme consumus hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
boureholds who are on ik!d incomes depend entidy upon prepaid stnricc btcaure th.y canwt 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit rquhments that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumem can make calls h n  payphanes or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e  can use these cerds to stay “mmected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appohents that we all have. 

i simply find it unimagimble that &e FCC would impose new charges and feps on these cards 
Some of the nation’s largesr telephone companies would be the largest bendciaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for COMIUIW interdz mer corpomte gain by keeping 
rRordmble prspdd d i n g  cards a priority. 

I 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Katbleen Abematby 
Commissioner Kevin ManiD 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
senator--& 

%n* ? A L L  
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

chairmaa Michael Powell 
Federal Communications COnUDiSSiOn 
445 12th street, S.W. 
washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Dockat No. 03-133 

Dear Cbairmm PoWdk 

Latino and other minority commUnities rely upon low-cost telcoommUnications sewices to 
accompli many every day tasks, from looking for a job or aBordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is 8 p m p d  that would iatroduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend immediately harming millions of 
Latinos aud other mmumers ~ i i ~ n w i d e .  

I undctstmd that the FCC is considering applyiag "in-state" access chsrges and other f e  on 
certain prepaid d i n g  card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on liwd incomes or those 
enablishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means neceswy to subsfribe to local 
telephone swvice, rely upon these prepaid c a U q  cards to stay comeotcd at set affordable rates. 
Students, immip~~ts ,  senior citizens, and others face Similar challenges. 

As 8 result, prepaid d i n g  cards are the on& option avaiiblc -without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be lei3 without access to telepbone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will d u d y  harm individuals wha can least affotd price hueasen. 

Imposing h-stab charges would mount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvautaged cowumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collea such cherges, wen when they do not sell the falltpg card to e 
customer, would drive up prices; thus makmg these services substantially less afford.ble. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and few on prepaid calling card 
services. 

, 

d 

L 

as: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 

Commissioner Yonathan Adelstein 
D Commissioner Kevin hhth 

d 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washingon, DC 20554 
445 12th strper, S.W. 

E: WC DocketNo. 03-133 
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Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid Cauhg d s .  If you 
move to increase the coa of these w d s ,  you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in toucb in their mmmunitiies. 

The Latrno community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pmpaid d i n g  d s ;  
approximately 43% of Latino households use chcm. Indeed, balf of the houssbolds with hmmw 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pro-paid calling cards are so prevalent in parr because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices heady holding fixed and low h a m e  consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service w e  ss well. In particular, many low-income 
households who am on f d  incomes depend entirely upon prepaid sewice because thg, cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit r q b e n t s  that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e  can use these d to stay ‘‘connected’’ m we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appoimnenrs that we all have. 

I simply h d  it unimaginable tbat the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be rbe largest beneficiaries of such 
cbarges. The FCC should stand up for wnmmu lnh-ests over w+mte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d h g  cards a priority. 

- 

cc6: COmmLsioner Miihael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemsthy 
Commissioner Kevin Mamn 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
%mtor -J.A-- M , G +  
C o n p  emon 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Fedeml Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WCDocketNo. 03-133 

chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new a c w s  charges and fees upon p p a i d  d i n g  cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for miuoriry OT 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in tdueh h their c-ktks. 

The Latino communiry is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid caning cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households With incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 

households who are on f d  inwmos deped  entidy upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he% deposit requirmmm that local phone m @ e s  insist upon before 
getting a phone. With p p a i d  una, consnmers can make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ucDnnected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt far houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that we ell have. 

I simply find it unimaginable tbat the FCC would impose new ch8rges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should 8 t . d  up ror consumer interda ovcr coiporntc gain by keeping 
atfordable prepaid d i n g  card8 a priority. 

Sincerely, 

8 

not be faced with rising telephone senrice costs as well. In particular, many low-income - 

Z Q S 6 ,  

ionerMicb1 Copps 

Commissioner Kevm Menin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adel 

ommissioner Kathleen Abernafhy 

Sellator Q- 2 - L  
Congresspason 
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July 7,2004 

Chainmu Michael Powell 
~ederal Communications Commission 
44s 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powelk 

Latino and other minoriv communities re@ upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, &om looking for a job or affordable housing to stayfflg in 
touch with family and friends. But pending befm the FCC is a proposal that would intmduce 
new charges and fees upon semces upon which we depend, immdiarely harming &ons of 
Latinos and other consumem nationwide. 

1 understand that the FCC u considering applring “in-state’’ access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling Eard services. Many Latinos, particul~larly tho* on fbred inmmea or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other menns necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immipnts, senior citizens, and others face simii challenges. 

As a resuls prepaid calhg cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 

calling cards will direct& ham individuals who can le& dord price increases. 

8 

@ Washington, DC 20554 

8 could, quite litorally, be Iefi without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 

Imposing in-stare charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying tbe utility of calling cards to disadvantaged c0ll~wne.r~. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such chargas, even when they do not sell lhe calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 

@ 

L 
SErViCeS. 

ccs; Commissioner 

Commissioner Kevii Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan 

Seaator a 
Congressperson 

senator - f & A w L  

8 
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July 7,2004 

ChairmanMichael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th SIIeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE. WC DO&% NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powelk 

Latino and orher minority communities rely upon low-cost relecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, fmm looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is  a pposal that would intmduce , new charges and fees upon smices upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ‘in-statp” -I charm and other fees on 
certain prew-d calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing 8 credit history, bank accounts and orher means necessary to subscriie to local 
telephone sOnise, rely upon tbese prepaid c d h g  cards to stay comeeted at set affordable rats. 
Students, immipn-ior citizens, and othem feoc similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cerds B T ~  the only option available - Without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raidng the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

8 

L 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calk, 
destroying the uti@ of calling cards to disadvanraged consumem. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling c a d  to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substanlidly less aordable. Please 
look out for consumers and r e b e  to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 

I 

8 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kwin Martin 

congress 



July 7,2004 

cllchairman Michael Powell 

44s 12th streect, S.W. 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
d 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid callhg cards. Jfyou 
move to increase the cost of tbese cards, yon will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged mdividuals to stay in touch in thCir communities. 

'Ihe Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling sards; 
approximately 43% OfLatino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households witb incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid Cslling cards are EO prevalent m part becawc 
they save consumera money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding h d  and low income consumers hostase, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone s d c e  costs 8% well. In perticular, many low-mcome 
househoIdb who me on fbed incomes depend en&& upon prepaid service -use they canwt 

1 meet the credit raring or hefty deposit requirements that local phone wmpanim hia upon before 
getting a phons. With prepaid cards, mnsume.rs can make calls *om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors, We can use these oards to slay "connested" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of  the &er d a y  appointments &at we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable tbat the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the leg& beneficiaries of such 
charges. The RCC should stand up for consumer interests over co~orate gain by mi.6 

d 

nflardable prepaid C d h g  cuds a priody. .\ 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cops 
Commiasioner Kathleen Abcm8Ihy 
Cemmisrimer K- Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

Senam 
Congressperson 

1 

d 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th stre* S.W. 
war;hiigton, Dc 20554 

RE: WCDocketNo. 03-133 

Dear chnirman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telwrnmunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, Imm looking for u job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and fiends. But pending befm the FCC ir a proposal tha would iatroduce 
new charges and feR upon sewices upon wbichwe depend, immediately harming millions of ’ htinos end othcr consumers nationwide. 

I underrtand thal the FCC is ccmsidhg applying %-statew access charges and other fees on 
certain prtpaid d i g  card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fivcd inmmes or those 
establifhing a credit history, bank ac~unts  aud other means nwessary to subscribe to Id 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid d i g  GX& to stay cwneded at set atfwdable rates. 
Solder&, immiiprants, senior citimw, and others face similar cballmges. 

As n result, prepaid calling cards ere the only option available - Without them, many consumen \ 

could, quite literally, be left withoul access to telephone service. Raising the price ofprepaid 
caning cads will directly harm hdividuals who cm least affard price increases. 

Imposing in-state charg~3 would amount to a substantial increase m the cost of prepaid calk, 
destroying the utiliry of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to mllect such charges, even when they do not sell the cslliag card to a 
customer. would drive up prices; thus making these services substanMly less afhrdable. PI-e 
look out for conswne-rs and refuse to impose new awess charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
senices. 

f 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 

Commissiona Jonathan Addstem 
Senator 

Congressperson 

8 Commissioner Kevin Martin 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

E. WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden chages and fees on prepaid calling card 
'services. 

Minon.ties, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
d families rely upon calling card services for a variely ofneeds. Many ofthese consumers do not 

have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 

there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices ofthese cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because fhey are an aEordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone service. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charge6 
and o ~ e r  fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
mioute charges on pre-paid falls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
? h s e  services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

\ stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as < 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Mmtin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senrrtor 
Congressperson 

L 
c 



07/14/2004 10:32 FAX ktlOf&, 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

,445 12th Soeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

d 
RE: WC Dockcl NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, - 
I am writing to ask that the FCC nor impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card < 

services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizeas, immigrants, college students and militmy 
fmilies rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless relephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely whrn the FCC will do if it inflicts new ‘%state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those ulnsumen that can least afford to 
bear it. n 

, 

I 

d 

ne companies will substantially increase the per 
benefits Latino and other communities gain 
rates on American consumers and decide that < 

\ 
new access charges and other fees. 

/-- 

Commissioner Kevin M 

Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th SeE&, S.W. 

RE: WCDocket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immiprants, college students and militmy 
amilies rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not I; we a credit history, bank accounts, orthe means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 

service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connecred 
-to make phone calls to look far a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fn'ends. These cards offer convenience and predictable c o s  as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these mrds incrcasc. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. Tbe fees would hmel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to Id telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rata on American consumers and decide that 
these services arc not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cops 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

\ 
c 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 121h Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

8 
RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

8 Dear Chairman Powell, 

@!Ole - 

I am writing to ask that the FCC nol impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling cwd 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and miliury 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many ofthese consumen do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay B large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable bowing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiends. These cards offer mnvenimce and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable altwnative to regular aui 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflims new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would fUMd directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those ulnsume-rs that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 

fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these. senices are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

‘-.c 

d minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefm Latino and oiher communities gain 

ccs: Commissioner Michael COPpS 
Commissioner Kathleen Abcrnathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelsteiu 
Senator 
Senator 
Congress person 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R E  WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of  these consumers do not 
@e a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. 7hese cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges, In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards am 
indispensable to consumer goups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless wlephone services. - 
But such price h i e s  are precisely what the FCC will do if it inf l ic ls  new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumen that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the pa 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizingthe benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raisc rates on American consumerr and decide h t  
these serviccs are not subjffifl the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
d Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

b 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling Fard 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit hstory, bank accounts, or the mean5 to pay a large deposit for local telephone. 
service For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for afFordablc housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cosf as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, conswnm literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups hecause they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-stare” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would h e 1  directly to large local telephone 
mmpanies while the burden would fall squarely upon rhose consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

- 

,,- Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantial$ increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefw Latino and other communities gain 
&om these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American ~~~lsumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 
- 

- wcL%f--A / 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Ma& 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
WWiCeS.  

Mmoritics, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 

have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have IO stay connected 
-to make phone calk to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. Tbese cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 

wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-sme’’ a-ss charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would Fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afTord to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American mmumers and decide that 
these services an not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

* families rely upon calling uird sewices for a vmkty of needs. Many of these consumers do not 

8 

indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and \ 
<‘ 

Cc6: CommissidnerMichaelCopps . 

Commissioner Kathleen Abematby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th seer4 S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20554 

8 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

d 
Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 

disadvantaged individuals to stay in much in their communibes. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards, 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fnred and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on foed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the c r d t  rating or he% deposit requiremmts that local phone companies h i s  upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the te1e-phone-s 
of family members and neighbors. We can llse these cards to stay "connected* as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interedb over corporate gaiu by keeping 
affordable prepaid ailing cards a priority. 

move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply driie up tbe co5t for minority or - 

8 

d 

Sincerely, -- 
as: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th See& S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose ncw hidden charges and fees on pr+d calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and milirary 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these cwsumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to  mdie phone calls to look for ajob, for affordable housing, d e  a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable co& as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups bcause they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” 11~ce.s~ charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
h m  these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on Americau consumers and decide thaz 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

t 

-- 

Commissioner Mlchael Copps 
Commissioner Katbleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevb Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

. - 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 

I 

445 12th streq S.W. 

c 

El010 - 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dcar Chairman Powell, cii . 
I am wnting to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do nor 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for ;Iffordable housing, make a doctor’s appointmen& or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In eumomically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards ate 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 

I wireless telephone smices. 

But such price hikes we precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and orher fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon rhose consumers that can leas afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per L 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communjties gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

CCSI Commissioner Michael Copps 
Cornmissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congress person 

I 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a vm’ely ofneeds. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
sray in touch with family and fiends. These cards d e r  convenience and predictable cost, as 

risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts ncw ‘‘in-state’’ access charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would finriel d b e d y  IO large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
5orn these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide tbat 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

* 

there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally L 

. 

* Sincerely, 

d 7- ‘7’3213 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kcvin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congresspmon 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 

. .  

* Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 
d 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Military personnel stationed in the US. and all over the world rely heavily upon low-cost 

before the FCC is a proposal chat would inQoduce new charges and fees on these cards that we 
depend upon to stay connected, immediately harming the tens ofthousands of American service 
men and women stationed worldwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-slate” access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. American sewice personnel, particularly those who move 
frequently, rely upon these prepaid calling cards 10 keep in touch with their families at set, 
affordable rates~ 

telecommunications sentices to keep in touch with family and friends back home. But pending .- 

As a result, prepaid ca lhg  cards aretbe only option available -without them, military personnel 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who are most in need of vital phone service to keep 
their loved ones within reach. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards for our service men and women. Please look out for our 
rnililary personnel and r e h e  to impose new accays charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services 

Sincerely, ~~~- 
t 

d 

? 
CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Comrnissioncr Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Cornmissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

1 am writing to ask that theFCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appoinment, or 
stay in rouch with family and Mends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 

wireless tclepbone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what theFCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel direczly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear i t  

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone ornpanies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calk, jeopardizing the +fits Latino and other communities gab 
from these services. Please stop any ef€m to raise r s on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

I 

I 

indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and \ 

I 
Y 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemsthv 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



- 
07/14/2004 10:27 FAX 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Micbael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

8 RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

d I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. - 
Minorities, low-income families, senior citizms, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card senices for a van-ety ofneeds. Many of these consumem do not 
have a credit histay, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointmenf or 
stay in touch with family and fiiends. These cards offer convenience and predicbble cost, BS 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected iftbe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards m 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable altcanativc to regular and 
wireless telephone s w i w .  

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflic~ new ''iO-statem access cbargcs 
and orber fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fill squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bearit 

Adding access charges to be paid to local relephone companies will substantially incmse the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefm Latino and other communities gab 

d &om these services. Please. stop any efhtt to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbiit new access charges and other fees. 

t 

Sincerely. 

Commissioner Katbleen AGrnathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner J o n a h  Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washingron, DC 20554 

8 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to slay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price. increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of &e households wit% incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. he-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In pW.cular> many low-income 
households who are on f d  incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone cmpanies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumem can make calls &om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look far 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd ir unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficim’es of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer intemts over eorporpte gah by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling c a d  a priority. 

I 

8 

\ 

d 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abcrnafhy 

I Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissbner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congress person 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 121h street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DockctNo. 03-133 
* 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I arn writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees 011 prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior c i h n s ,  immigrants, college students and military 

have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay c o ~ e c t e d  
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in louch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or chmgcs. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicu new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid curds. The fees would funnd direcrly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least aflord to 
bear it. 

families rely upon calling card services for a vari‘ety of needs. Many of these consumers do not -- 

’Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
h m  these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 

d these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

q & w  oo@$l 
ccs: Commissioner Michael CODDS 

Commissioner Kathleen A&mathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 


